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On Monday, students, facul-
ty and staff experienced what 
is known as a “snow day,” as 
classes were cancelled starting 
at 10 a.m.
Warren Wiese, vice presi-
dent of student affairs, said 
the decision was a collabora-
tive effort made by various 
members of the administra-
tion. They also conferred with 
Moorhead public schools, 
NDSU, MSCTC and the 
National Weather Service to 
come to a final consensus on 
their decision.
“We get the road and weath-
er reports and decide what is 
the best thing to do,” Wiese 
said.
The decision-making pro-
cess began at about 4 a.m., 
Wiese said, as a series of 
lengthy phone calls and obser-
vations were made.
The decision made on 
Monday was difficult for 
administration because the 
weekend weather storm that 
was promoted by the media 
turned into a large amount 
of precipitation in the form 
of rain rather than snow. The 
week kicked off with a tem-
perature above zero, but wind 
blowing at 30 to 40 mph.
The blowing snow caused 
such a threat early in the morn-
ing on Monday that plows 
were pulled off the interstate, 
which Wiese said was a turn-
ing point in their decision to 
cancel classes.
The bus systems were tem-
porarily suspended, causing 
another lack of transporta-
tion for students, along with 
Snow causes  
campus closing
BY MEGAN NITSChkE
Editor
MSUM aids Haiti in relief efforts
All it takes is one idea—one 
that will multiply and blos-
som into other ideas. And 
from there, the possibilities 
are endless. 
A few MSUM students had 
one collective idea: to do what-
ever we, as a campus, could 
do to help those suffering in 
Haiti. From there, the group 
MSUM Dragons for Haiti 
was formed, proving to the 
F-M community that MSUM 
has heart. 
Sixteen days have passed 
since the 7.0 magnitude earth-
quake rocked Haiti 15 miles 
south of its capital, Port-au-
Prince. Chaos and devastation 
ensued. Then a week passed 
and Haiti was struck yet again 
by an earthquake, this time 
registering at a 6.1 on the 
Richter scale. As of Monday 
evening, 200,000 Haitians had 
already been presumed dead.
While many countries, 
groups and individuals have 
rushed to Haiti’s aid, MSUM 
students decided that it was 
not enough. They were not 
ready to sit idly by while 
Haiti, already racked with 
poverty and disease, suffered 
an immense tragedy. 
MSUM students Gerard 
Beaubrun and Sarah Butrum 
teamed up with Multicultural 
Affairs Program Coordinator 
Jered Pigeon and Student 
Senate to create the unofficial 
student organization MSUM 
Dragons for Haiti. 
Their plan is simple. The 
group is raising money for 
what is called a ShelterBox. At 
$1,000 a piece, these boxes will 
provide 10 people the nec-
essary items to live for one 
year. The boxes include items 
such as a tent with separa-
tions so families have make-
shift rooms, tools, an oven and 
diesel fuel, sheets and more.  
At its first meeting on Jan. 
18, the group gathered to 
brainstorm and show support. 
Yesterday, a week and a half 
after its conception, the group 
hosted a silent auction, rally 
and informational session. 
The auction featured donat-
ed items such as student art, 
Theatre B tickets, local busi-
ness gift certificates, Haitian 
art from Beaubrun and more. 
Beaubrun, a computer sci-
ence major originally from 
Haiti, spoke about Haiti’s cur-
rent and historical informa-
tion. 
Beaubrun was amazed by 
the staggering amount of 
immediate support for MSUM 
Dragons for Haiti. 
“Dragons for Haiti is not 
only for Haiti; it is actual-
ly a project aimed to unite 
the campus,” Beaubrun said. 
“Haiti really needs help. The 
group is aimed to show cam-
pus that we as students and as 
a community, care.”
Just before the devastating 
quake, Beaubrun was in Haiti 
visiting his family and was 
surprised to see the positive 
change that poverty-stricken 
Haiti was going through. 
“I felt like it was the dawn 
of a new age,” Beaubrun 
said. “There was consumer 
Departments, organiza-
tions and offices at MSUM 
struggling with procedural 
inefficiencies and frustra-
tions may soon have a solu-
tion to their problems. 
In a series of town hall 
meetings held in December 
and January, President Edna 
Szymanski detailed what is 
called the Educational Lean 
Initiative to begin imple-
menting the “lean process” 
on campus. 
The “lean process” is a 
process improvement pro-
gram that involves mapping 
out each step to carry out 
a task or service (called a 
“value stream”), identifying 
which steps are necessary 
(“value added”) or unneces-
sary (“non-value added”), 
and cutting down on inef-
ficiency. 
“It’s really trying to iden-
tify systems or structures 
that we have in place that 
perhaps are outdated  or 
that need to be reworked,” 
said Karen Meland, director 
of student union and activi-
ties. 
Several major corpora-
tions and governmental 
departments have begun 
utilizing the “lean process” 
to maximize their produc-
tivity, including Toyota and 
the Department of Defense. 
Regionally, it has been 
implemented by Winona 
State University. The con-
cept is rooted in the man-
ufacturing world and has 
since been adopted by all 
kinds of organizations. 
Once the process is imple-
mented at MSUM, any 
group or individual that has 
a project they would like 
to make more efficient (for 
example, the way a par-
ticular type of paperwork is 
processed), they may sub-
mit a project application to 
the Lean Advisory Group, 
composed of eight faculty 
and staff members. If the 
advisory group approves 
the application, the proj-
ect will be handed to an 
Educational Lean facilitator, 
who will then assemble a 
team responsible for han-
dling the project. 
The end result is, ideal-
ly, a reduction in wasted 
energy. 
Training for facilitators is 
set to run Feb. 9-12 from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. in CMU 203 and 
227. 
“It’s four full days of 
training,” Meland said.   
For more information 
about the “lean process,” 
how to become a facili-
tator or how to submit a 
project, contact Meland at 
218.477.2447. 
BY BEN SAIlEr
Staff Writer
Sailer can be reached at
sailerbe@mnstate.edu
New program to maximize productivity 
BY kElSEY roSETh
Staff Writer
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dragons for haiti sells ribbons at dragons After dark on Friday, Jan 22 to raise money for haiti.
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Vehicle accident
There was a motor vehi-
cle accident in Lot M, by 
the maintenance building 
between a state fleet vehi-
cle and a parked car at 
3:33 p.m. on Jan. 22.
Suspicious odors
Campus security was 
called to the second floor 
of Ballard for a marijuana 
smell at 12:50 a.m. on Jan. 
23. Security discovered a 
fan blowing with dryer 
sheets and a trash can 
containing ash, residue 
and a beer bottle. Student 
referred to judicial affairs 
for alcohol offense and 
suspicious odors.
Falling over
An intoxicated student 
was found in Lot N at 1:23 
a.m. on Jan. 24. Security 
found the student stagger-
ing through the parking 
lot. After security stopped 
their vehicle, the student 
fell over. Moorhead Police 
Department was contact-
ed and male was sent to 
detox. The student was 
referred to campus judicial 
affairs for alcohol offense.
Dorm drinking
There was a noise com-
plaint on the fourth floor 
of Nelson at 3:30 a.m. on 
Jan. 24. People were run-
ning around making loud 
noises. Moorhead Police 
Department was contacted 
when students would not 
cooperate with security. 
Alcohol was discovered 
in the room and five stu-
dents were cited for alco-
hol offenses by Moorhead 
Police Department. Seven 
students were referred to 
judicial affairs for alcohol 
offences.
Intoxicated boyfriend
An intoxicated non-stu-
dent was in the Grantham 
lobby at 5:03 a.m. on Jan. 
25. The male had been 
drinking with his girl-
friend, but had gotten into 
an argument and left the 
room. After leaving, he 
could not get back into the 
building. Moorhead Police 
Department was contacted 
and the non-student was 
sent to detox.
Student banned 
from dorms
Security was notified 
of disorderly conduct in 
Grantham at 10:16 p.m. 
on Jan. 25. A male student 
was drinking and causing 
a disturbance in a female’s 
dorm room. The male stu-
dent started touching the 
female without her con-
sent. The female’s room-
mate was present and 
helped to get the male 
out of the room. The male 
student got back into the 
room, locked the door 
and stole a Mac laptop 
from one of the females. 
The male was banned 
from all residence halls 
and referred to Moorhead 
Police Department.
Parking tip
Failure to pay a cita-
tion will result in a late 
fee, and will be applied 
to a student account if it 
remains unpaid.
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Security update  
Director of Campus Security Michael Parks
Hap
BY LESLIE WOOD
Features Editor
1.29
1.30
2.2
2.3
All Day  Swimming & Diving, Dragon-Cobber  
  Invite at MSUM
5:30 p.m. Indoor Track & Field,
  Moorhead-Cobber Pentathlon  
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball at Northern State
7 p.m.  Wrestling vs. St. Cloud State
8 p.m.  Men’s  Basketball at Northern State
All day  Swimming & Diving, Dragon-Cobber  
  Invite at MSUM
12 p.m.  Indoor Track and Field,
  Moorhead-Cobber Open
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball at University of Mary
7:30 p.m. Performing Arts Series: Guthrie Theatre/ 
  Acting Company, Hansen Theatre
7 p.m.  Wrestling vs. Concordia College
11:30 a.m. Emerging Leaders, CMU 227
7:30 p.m. Tri-College Jazz Combos, 
  Glasrud Auditorium
2010-2011 FAFSA
Beginning Jan. 1, you can 
reapply for financial aid for 
the 2010-2011 academic year, 
using FAFSA on the Web at 
www.fafsa.gov. 
Your application should be 
completed as soon as possible 
in order to receive maximum 
consideration for all aid pro-
grams (work study, Federal 
SEOG and Perkins Loan). The 
priority date to submit the 
FAFSA is Feb. 15.
Apply for the upper-
class scholarship
To apply students must meet 
all of the following criteria:
1. Currently enrolled MSUM 
students pursuing their first 
undergraduate degree, who 
have completed at least 12 
MSUM credits by the end of 
the fall semester 2009.
2. Minimum cumulative 
GPA of 3.25 or higher by the 
end of fall semester 2009.
3. Must enroll in a minimum 
of 12 credit hours per semester 
at MSUM.
4. Not graduating at the 
end of spring 2010 or summer 
2010. This is for the fall and/or 
spring semesters of 2010-2011.
5. One recommendation 
(form is on the financial aid 
Web site: www.mnstate.
edu/finaid/Upper Class 
Recommendation Form.pdf) 
along with the application 
form and required essay.
The scholarship deadline is 
4:30 p.m. on Feb. 1. 
Students who receive a con-
tinuing MSUM scholarship for 
2010-2011 are not eligible to 
apply.
Reserve housing
The room re-contracting pro-
cess will begin on Jan. 25.  Here 
are some important points to 
consider:
Re-contracting will take 
place at the Housing Office in 
Ballard Hall 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Jan. 
25 - Feb. 9.
A $250 prepayment and con-
tract are required for each resi-
dent at the time of sign-up. 
Speed up the process by 
completing the contract/appli-
cation and making the required 
$250 prepayment online.
Jan. 25 – Current John 
Neumaier residents claim the 
same apartment.
Jan. 26 – Current John 
Neumaier residents claim a 
different apartment.
Jan. 27 – Students with 60+ 
credits make a selection from 
available apartments.
Jan. 28 – Students with 30+ 
credits make a selection from 
available apartments.
Feb. 1 – Keep your cur-
rent room.
Feb. 2 – Displaced residents 
select a room.
Feb. 3 – Single room lottery 
drawing held.
Feb. 4 – Single room lottery 
participants select a room.
Feb. 5 – Choose a different 
room.
Feb. 8 – Make changes to 
your room selection.
Feb. 9 – Off-campus student 
room selection.
Completely empty rooms 
are reserved for incoming stu-
dents.
The 2010-2011 Housing and 
Dining contract is for the entire 
academic year; by signing you 
are liable for the terms of the 
contract.
See the “Plan Now to Live on 
Campus Next Year” brochure 
for more information.  You will 
receive the brochure in your 
mailbox or you can pick one 
up at the Housing Office.  
Contact the Housing and 
Residential Life Office with 
questions at 218.477.2118 or 
reslife@mnstate.edu.
Habitat for Humanity 
spring break tour
Habitat for Humanity 
will travel to Connecticut, 
Louisiana, Arizona, Florida 
and Washington to volunteer 
during spring break 
 During March 12-21, the 
group will help families in 
need of simple, decent and 
affordable homes.
Currently, Habit for 
Humanity is seeking dedicat-
ed students to join the organi-
zation and help us reach out 
all across the United States. 
The trip is an inexpensive 
and safe way for college stu-
dents to spend their break, 
and the rewards are endless.
Habitat for Humanity 
International is an ecumenical 
Christian ministry that wel-
comes to its work all people 
dedicated to the cause of elim-
inating poverty housing. 
Since its founding in 1976, 
Habitat has built, rehabili-
tated, repaired or improved 
more than 350,000 houses 
worldwide, providing simple, 
decent and affordable shelter 
for more than 1.75 million 
people. 
For more information, or 
to donate or volunteer, visit 
www.habitat.org.
Student competes in 
Miss America pagent
Watch Katie Ralston, MSUM 
student, on Miss America: 
Behind the Curtain at 9 p.m. 
on Friday on TLC, and vote 
for America’s choice.
Then, watch the Miss 
America pageant live on TLC 
at 7 p.m. on Saturday.
Pay It Forward Tour  
STLF Pay It Forward Tours 
are multi-day, multi-city ser-
vice trips for college students. 
Register for a tour today, and 
you will be in store for an 
incredible experience with 
amazing people.
All Pay It Forward Tours 
are open to students from 
any school, and registration 
is first come first serve so reg-
ister today!
The spring break tour runs 
Mar. 12-20.
Advocate meetings 
4 p.m. Mondays in 
CMU 110
The Advocate would like to 
invite any interested students 
to its weekly meetings in The 
Advocate office. Pick up an 
application today and apply 
to be a sports writer, staff 
writer, cartoonist or photogra-
pher. Photographers meetings 
are at 4:30 p.m.
Minnesota State University Moorhead
Box 130 Moorhead, MN 56563
Located on the lower floor of Comstock Memorial Union 
Room 110
News Desk and Editor’s Desk: 218-477-2551
Advertising: 218-477-2365
Fax: 218-477-4662
advocate@mnstate.edu or www.mnstate.edu/advocate
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Winding down in his shack 
after a day of building fenc-
es two weeks ago, Adam 
Morlock heard a sound that 
resembled a semitruck pull-
ing up to the building.  
“That’s exactly what it 
sounded like,” said Morlock, 
a junior majoring in history. 
“We definitely felt it.” 
It—a 7.0 earthquake —
didn’t cause any damage to 
Pignon, Haiti, where Morlock 
and ten other missionaries 
from Moorhead’s Trinity 
Lutheran Church were visit-
ing to make improvements 
to a local school. But 90 miles 
south, via windy mountain 
roads, the Tuesday, Jan. 12 
tremor devastated the capital 
of the Western Hemisphere’s 
poorest nation. 
In the Port-au-Prince vicin-
ity, it killed approximately 
200,000 people and dis-
placed more than a million, 
according to the European 
Commission Web site, citing 
Haitian government sources.
Morlock and his trip mates 
initially thought the seismic 
event was minor, he said. In 
the digital vacuum of Pignon, 
a town of Moorhead’s size 
with only a few comput-
ers, the American travelers 
knew less about the quake 
than their cable-news-watch-
ing relatives back home.  As 
word of the tragedy’s scope 
reached the town by way 
of satellite phone that night 
during devotionals, the focus 
of their mission abruptly 
and “completely shifted,” 
Morlock said.
“It was tough to know 
what to think right away,” 
he said. “It’s hard to imagine 
the devastation.”
The group’s initial plan 
to build a playground was 
off.  The challenge of doing 
everything possible to help 
earthquake survivors was 
on.
They gathered what they 
didn’t need for the trip home, 
Morlock said, including 
clothes and extra cash and 
gave it to Caleb Lucien, the 
director of Hosean Ministries 
International, the volunteers’ 
coordinating agency. The 
next morning, Lucien dar-
ingly drove those donations, 
along with food and water, to 
the capital, where he partici-
pated in the chaotic first day 
of relief efforts.
“The part that sucked was 
we couldn’t do a whole lot,” 
Morlock said. Back in Pignon, 
the Americans helped where 
they could, conserving 
resources and preparing for 
an inevitable flood of refu-
gees. 
Originally scheduled to 
fly out of Port-au-Prince on 
Saturday, Jan. 16, Lucien 
arranged for the group to 
evacuate through the neigh-
boring Dominican Republic 
on Friday, joining up with 14 
other Fargo-Moorhead vol-
unteers who were on a medi-
cal mission to Pignon. After a 
lengthy bus ride and border 
crossing, the group flew to 
Miami a day early, before 
returning to Fargo-Moorhead 
on schedule.
“While they did not want 
to leave, we told them this 
was the best for now,” Caleb’s 
wife Debbie Lucien wrote in 
a Jan. 15 electronic newslet-
ter. “In the coming weeks, 
there will be more oppor-
tunity as some structure to 
relief work emerges.”
And Trinity will return to 
Pignon, where it has sent 
missionaries for four years, 
Morlock said, though the 
mission might broaden to 
accommodate changes to 
the community post-quake, 
including an already realized 
influx of thousands of refu-
gees. 
“Pignon’s expected to qua-
druple in size—permanent-
ly,” Morlock said. “It’s going 
to be a rebuilding effort, a 
complete restructuring of 
Haiti, a country that was 
already in trouble to begin 
with.” 
Looking back at his 
Facebook wall post from Jan. 
7, which read “So I guess I’m 
going to Haiti now, so I’ll see 
you in 10 days. God bless,” 
Morlock acknowledges its 
nonchalance with a smile, 
noting he joined the trip on 
short notice and didn’t really 
know what he was getting 
into. 
In retrospect, he said, it 
was one of the most impact-
ful experiences of his life and 
he will go back to the small 
island nation someday. A 
camp counselor who is active 
with youth programs at sev-
eral area churches, the 21-
year-old Morlock said he’s 
more committed than ever 
to pursue youth ministry as 
a career.
“It’s strengthened my 
faith,” he said, eyes moist-
ening a bit as he reflected 
on the people of Pignon. “I 
have never seen a people of 
deeper faith … It has never 
been more clear to me that 
the world is broken, but in 
the midst of that there are 
communities like this, amaz-
ing communities of faith.”
“Maybe (the quake will) 
open people’s eyes that Haiti 
is in trouble,” he said. “It 
needs help. There are plen-
ty of places that need help. 
Haiti needs help.”
To help through an organi-
zation that has local ties visit 
www.hosean.org 
Debbie Lucien also invited 
help in a less tangible way in 
her Jan. 15 newsletter.
“Be praying encourage-
ment for the people of Haiti,” 
she wrote. “A man who I 
always see propelling a 
wheelchair here in town and 
is always smiling was telling 
people yesterday he thinks 
Jesus is dead. Be praying that 
the hands and the feet of the 
body of Christ can prove him 
wrong.”
Student’s missionary trip ends with quake
BY BRYCE HAUGEN
Staff Writer
Haugen can be reached at 
haugenbr@mnstate.edu.
PHoTo fRom THE GUARdiAN
desperate Haitians clamor to board a bus leaving Port-au-Prince. Haiti is dealing with the aftermath of a 7.0 magnitude earthquake.
PHoTo fRom THE GUARdiAN
People run toward a U.S. helicopter as it makes a water drop in 
Port-au-Prince.
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Economy sparks 
debate over cuts, 
retire incentives 
MSU Mankato recently announced that a couple of pro-
grams, including aviation and computer science, are at 
risk of being cut due to the institution’s financial issues.
The budget cuts will also extend to faculty members, 
causing anxiety among the university’s staff.
As colleges in the MnSCU system face these losses, 
MSUM is also coming up against adversity during the 
country’s recession.
Last year, Mankato made efforts to convince employees 
to retire, which is similar to what MSUM did during the 
hiring freeze.
Though President Szymanski has made it clear that 
MSUM is going to survive the economic hardships 
without making any significant cuts, it becomes ques-
tionable as to what a university must do in order to 
remain financially stable while supporting a successful 
institution for its students.
While alternatives seem to be constantly looked into in 
avoidance of cuts, it’s apparent to most people who look 
at the losses that the university might have to resort to 
these cuts. Programs, as well, are being looked into for 
possible reductions and money-saving options.
One of the main problems becomes: what programs 
can afford to be cut for us to remain a reputable institu-
tion? If we take out things like philosophy or political 
science, do we run the risk of compromising what we 
stand for as a university?
 
Are program cuts beneficial? Should employees be 
pushed into retirement? 
It is upsetting that these questions have to be brought up 
in the first place.
Forced retirements and hiring freezes leave gaps in the 
system that could possibly put strain on other employ-
ees.
The individuals that are being offered early retirement 
incentives are those that have been around a while, fos-
tering connections not only on campus but also to the 
community.
These employees bring a certain sense of stability to 
the university and letting them go is letting a part of the 
university go as well.
It is clear that the university will have to do whatever 
it can to keep its head above the water, but it sad to see 
some of the longtime faculty leave.
Now, all we can do is wait and see what the school and 
the economy will do.
Have a question for Student Senate? 
Interested about issues on campus but don’t know who to ask? Submit your questions to 
Student Senate and see if they can answer them for you.
e-mail your questions to advocate@mnstate.edu for a response from Student Senate
Letter to the editor
Mark radcLiffe
Junior
Step up Senate
The golden rule of every organization 
is this: You do not have the right to exist. 
Harsh, I know. But it’s very true. There are 
132 registered student organizations on 
this campus each of them trying as hard as 
they can to get the recognition they want 
and certainly deserve. 
Every organization has unique qualities 
and offers many opportunities to become 
more involved in school, apply your edu-
cation, make friends, find job or internship 
opportunities, and make your overall col-
lege experience unforgettable. 
In my opinion, I think that all stu-
dents should be involved in at least one 
organization during their time at MSUM. 
Since my freshman year, I have been a 
member of multiple student organiza-
tions and helped out with many others. 
Being involved in all of these has certainly 
kept me very busy throughout my time 
here, but I wouldn’t trade it for anything 
because being involved on campus has 
changed my life dramatically. I now enjoy 
going to school, I love going to work and 
I could not have dreamt of better friends 
than the ones I have made in these orga-
nizations. But the most important step in 
getting involved is finding out what these 
organizations do.
What does your organization do?—a 
simple, innocent question that can be 
answered by any active member of the 
organization in question. But this ques-
tion seems to be brought up about Student 
Senate more often than other organizations 
on campus. There is, however, no question 
about what Student Senate does. 
It is the voice of the student body at large 
for decisions made within MSUM. Student 
Senate deals with budgeting issues and 
tuition among other various topics that 
deal with the student body. This informa-
tion can be found by going to the senate 
office in the CMU, asking a member of 
Student Senate or going to their Web page. 
These are all great ways to get the infor-
mation that they want, but how can it be 
more convenient for the student? Maybe 
if you had a liaison with the Advocate 
and put the weekly minutes in the paper 
so that students can see what Senate does 
without having to go out of their way 
to figure it out for themselves? Another 
approach would be to advertise meet-
ing times so students know about them 
without having to go to the Web page or 
asking around. Student Senate could also 
co-sponsor events with different organi-
zations and introduce themselves at each 
event. Any of these opportunities could 
be beneficial to answering the students’ 
questions. If you cater to their needs, I 
guarantee that you will see more student 
activity and really start hearing the voice 
of MSUM. 
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Worried about fairness?
E-mail Sailer at sailerbe@
mnstate.edu
The Supreme Court ruled 5 to 4 last week against limits 
on the amount of money corporations can spend on politi-
cal campaigns in the case of Citizens United v. Federal 
Election Commission. The ruling was justified as a defense 
of free speech. 
In theory, I understand the rationale behind this decision, 
but in practice, it seems socially irresponsible. By remov-
ing limits on the amount of money businesses can invest 
in political campaign advertising during state and federal 
elections, giant corporations could potentially sway races 
simply by throwing enough of their profits into ads for or 
against candidates of their choosing.  
This is opening a wide door to corruption.  
Problems with votes in Congress being bought off by 
special interests and attack ads distorting the truth about 
major legislative issues are already rampant. With this 
ruling, they will likely grow worse. For example, if a cor-
poration doesn’t like the way it will be affected by a par-
ticular office holder ’s vote on a bill, it can now spend as 
much money as it wants to aggressively advertise against 
them. This ensures that the voice with the most cash is the 
one that gets heard the loudest, and it gives big business 
a powerful new weapon to attempt to force the hands of 
politicians in their favor, for fear of unprecedented levels 
of advertising blackmail.  
What effects this will actually have remains to be seen, 
but the potential for special interests to unduly increase 
their level of influence in the public’s perception of gov-
ernment affairs certainly now exists in a way it didn’t 
before. While the airwaves are already typically saturated 
with ludicrous political ads during election cycles, they 
may now become even more so, and the content of those 
ads could become more inflammatory than usual. 
 Awesome. 
 
How resolute are your resolutions?
Well, because I am writing 
this column on the first snow 
day of the year, I will absorb 
inspiration from the snow 
muses and prepare us all for 
the next occurrence of canceled 
classes. Without further ado: 
“How to Make the Most of a 
Snow Day!”
I would like to say that, first 
and foremost, if we do not have 
classes we should all take this 
time to catch up on any school 
work that has made its way to 
the bottom of the pile. I would 
like to say this—however, I will 
not. Instead, one of the best 
things to do on a snow day is 
bunker down and catch up on 
any sleep that has been passed 
over due to the excess amount of 
school work. 
Next, try to stay indoors and 
out of the wintry weather con-
ditions. Granted, this does not 
mean that you can’t bundle up 
and go outside for some romps 
in the snow: i.e. snowball fights, 
snowman building, sledding, 
snowmobiling, etc. If conditions 
are bad enough to close down 
roads and major universities, 
chances are that no one wants to 
be outside…period. 
Therefore, be sure during these 
long, cold, unpredictable months 
that you have your favorite cook-
ie and cocoa recipe on hand with 
ingredients fully stocked. 
What could be better 
than warm, chocolatey 
goodness on days when 
you’re stranded at home? 
With that, nobody wants 
to be stuck at home with-
out anything to do, so 
other recommendations 
to keep at the ready include: 
good books, entertaining mov-
ies, enticing video games, speedy 
Internet or fun-filled card/board 
games. Your best bet though, 
would be all of the above!
I hope everyone stayed safe, 
kept warm, and had fun on the 
first snow day this semester; and 
good luck in the wintry months 
to come!
Supremely dumb
Need further inspiration? E-mail 
Lavecchia 
at laveccho@mnstate.edu
Holly Lavecchia
Columnist
Have yourself a snow day
One of the sad truths that 
indicates January’s coming to 
a cold close is that regardless 
of how ardently we proclaimed 
the things we were going to do 
to be better in 2010, resolutions 
start falling by the wayside. 
Among those who can attest to 
the dismal decline are visitors 
to the Wellness Center today as 
opposed to three weeks ago.
Upon being inspired by a 
passionate friend who gave up 
alcohol for all of 2009 (a year in 
which she turned 22), I came up 
with a long list last December of 
things I wanted to change about 
myself, and have experienced 
varying success. My personal 
list includes humdrum remind-
ers like “be more tidy,” “go to 
bed earlier” and “relearn cur-
sive handwriting and use with 
gusto” (it’s just so pretty). 
A particularly tricky trait to 
amend is unreliability. I might 
not call myself unreliable, 
though some other people in my 
life might—I’m a tad flakey. So 
for this year I vowed to “be less 
flakey” and do almost all of the 
things I say 
I’m going 
to do, 
especially 
when they 
i n v o l v e 
other peo-
ple. This 
is vital, 
regardless of what may come 
up, like the classic case of “I fell 
asleep while reading (insert bor-
ing chapter of textbook).”
Another hard one is “write 
every day.”  My mom likes to 
tell me that it takes 21 times 
performing an action for it to 
become habit (the source of this 
alleged information is shrouded 
in question, but it may have been 
Oprah). Since I decided that 
writing a daily to-do list does 
not count, I will have to write for 
10-15 minutes 21 more days in a 
row for it to be my new favorite 
habit.
Evaluating my own accom-
plishments of January and the 
resolutions that didn’t fare so 
well due to more important activ-
ities (like Facebook and sleeping) 
makes me wonder what other 
people may have started slack-
ing on. Perhaps you wanted to 
watch less trashy TV but failed, 
and now you’re secretly obsessed 
with guidos.
Maybe you wanted to stop 
needing to explain every event, 
major and mundane, with inter-
ference by a cosmic influence. 
But think that the Vikings lost 
because New Orleans needed 
something to celebrate and that 
the universe also felt bad about 
the crushing disappointment of 
that disgusting loss and gave 
Minnesota a snow day.
You really don’t need to wait 
to switch out your calendar to do 
something that makes you feel 
good about yourself. Whether 
you wanted to use less salt, sit 
up straighter or run the Fargo 
half-marathon, it’s not too late to 
jump back on the wagon.
Have fun winter ideas? E-mail 
Hilleran 
at Hillejen@mnstate.edu
Dude, I’m so 
bored. Yeah, man. FARGO?!
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“Romeo, Romeo, wherefore 
art thou, Romeo?” Coming 
to MSUM, that’s where. The 
Guthrie Theater and The Acting 
Company have teamed up for 
a co-production of William 
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and 
Juliet.” This is the third event 
of the Performing Art Series, 
which will be held on Monday 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Hansen 
Theater.
“Romeo and Juliet” is one of 
the most popular plays written 
by Shakespeare, and has been 
adapted by many for film, 
opera, stage and musicals. 
The play is a romantic and 
tragic story of two teenagers, 
Romeo Montague and Juliet 
Capulet. Their families are 
enemies, but that does not stop 
them from falling in love and 
marrying in secret. But, in the 
end, their actions have conse-
quences. The drama addresses 
passion, hatred and prejudice, 
while presenting excitement 
with sword fights and a mas-
querade ball.
One of the main features 
in the upcoming “Romeo 
and Juliet” performance is 
Moorhead High graduate 
Hugh Kennedy. Kennedy 
plays Benvolio, Romeo’s cous-
in and close friend. His charac-
All it took was the perfect 
mixture of chords and words by 
Elise Forer and Sadie Jones and 
the “A Series of Unfortunate 
Events” books to create the local 
band My Dear Beatrice.
My Dear Beatrice is a two-
person band that became offi-
cial last year. But prior to their 
musical collaboration, Forer and 
Jones, both from Fergus Falls, 
played separately, until they 
joined together for an open mic 
night their senior year of high 
school.
In the fall of 2008, Forer and 
Jones ventured to MSUM where 
they resided as roommates in 
the dorms.
“One day we were in our 
dorm, and I was like ‘Hey I 
have these chords,’ and Elise 
was like, ‘Hey I have these 
words,’” Jones said. 
This is when My Dear Beatrice 
was born, the name coming 
from the character Beatrice and 
the letters written to her in the 
books “A Series of Unfortunate 
Events.” 
As singers and song writ-
ers, they’ve both written and 
played music individually, so 
with the initiation of their band, 
they were able put their music 
together.
Both Forer and Jones have 
music experience, but it’s their 
musical influences that unite 
them. When they discovered 
their profound love for The 
Beatles, the two girls felt an 
instant connection.
“We were brought togeth-
BY ANNA GEORGE
A&E Editor
Moorhead native snags a part in ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
PhOTO BY MichAl DANiEl
isaac Woofer, Tybalt, Sonny Valcenti, Romeo, and hugh Kennedy 
as Benvolio during The Acting company and Guthrie Theater’s co-
production of “Romeo and Juliet”. 
ter makes an effort to resolve 
violent situations that happen 
in the public of Verona, Italy. 
Although Benvolio is accused 
of having a poor temper, he 
is the keeper of the peace and 
protector of Romeo.
Kennedy snagged the part 
after an audition in Minneapolis 
in front of a panel of directors 
from Minneapolis, New York 
and London. 
“I did monologues from two 
of my favorite plays, Webster’s 
“Duchess of Malfi” and 
Shakespeare’s “Two Gentlemen 
of Verona,” Kennedy said. 
While in his sophomore year, 
Kennedy started taking himself 
more seriously when perform-
ing. He joined Carousel Dance 
Theatre, now known as Eddie 
and Kathy Gasper’s School of 
Dance, as a tap dancer. 
“I credit them for giving me 
my start as a dancer,” Kennedy 
said. “I loved my time there.”
He took individual acting 
and singing lessons and was 
active with high school the-
ater.
“I studied acting all over 
town,” Kennedy said. “I 
remember going to watch 
improv shows at Fargo South 
all by myself because they were 
such a talented team.” 
After high school, Kennedy 
went to the University of 
Minnesota/Guthrie Theater 
BFA Actor Training Program 
in Minneapolis and graduated 
with a degree in acting. He also 
studied at Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre in London as well as 
London International School of 
Performing Arts. 
Kennedy was drawn to 
acting after traveling with 
Michaela Ludwig’s English 
class in eighth grade to see the 
production of “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.”
“It turned my whole world 
upside down and inside out,” 
Kennedy said. “I was instant-
ly taken aback and wanted to 
chase down what it was exact-
ly that made that performance 
that day so powerful and effec-
tive.” 
Kennedy has been involved 
in many performances at the 
Guthrie and in theater. “Two 
Gentlemen of Verona,” “A 
Christmas Carol,” “Jack and 
the Beanstalk” and “You Can’t 
Take it With You” are just a 
few. He has also received the 
Presidential Scholar of the Arts 
award. 
Although Kennedy has per-
formed in many plays, he has 
also been turned down at audi-
tions.
“As an actor, you’ve got 
to adopt a very selective and 
short memory when it comes 
to those things,” Kennedy said. 
“It helps to move on to the next 
thing, the next sweet gig. As 
Jay-Z puts it, ‘On to the next 
one.’ ” 
For the performance of 
Benvolio in “Romeo and Juliet,” 
Kennedy usually doesn’t get 
too nervous, but he does have 
a routine of drinking a cup of 
coffee, taking a cough drop 
and listening to some tunes to 
get ready. If he is really ner-
vous he and his friends watch 
funny YouTube videos in the 
dressing room.
Kennedy continues to 
accomplish his goals in life. 
“To me, acting can’t be an 
exercise in self-importance,” 
Kennedy said. “It is honoring 
real-life people by telling a 
story in a way that isn’t sen-
sationalized, but is poignant 
and true.”
To see Kennedy’s perfor-
mance in “Romeo and Juliet,” 
tickets are on sale now at the 
MSUM Box Office. MSUM 
offers discounted tickets to 
students, seniors, faculty and 
alumni. For more information 
go to www.mnstate.edu/per-
form or call the MSUM Box 
Office at 218.477.2271. Tickets 
will also be available at the 
door. 
George can be reached at 
georgean@mnstate.edu
One day of ‘Heys,’ becomes My Dear Beatrice 
Nitschke can be reached at 
nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
er because we both wanted 
to write great music like The 
Beatles,” Forer said. “And just 
like them, we write about big 
things. I draw a lot from writ-
ing simple melodies that speak 
volumes.”
As for writing music, they 
remain separate composers, but 
have come together to write a 
couple songs, one in which they 
play at their shows.
“The person who wrote the 
has been described as every-
thing from indie to folk rock. 
“I think that’s something that 
kind of influences our sound a 
lot,” Forer said.
They started their musical 
journey as My Dear Beatrice at a 
show in MSUM’s Underground 
last year.
Today they have over 15 orig-
inally written songs.
“A lot of playing has been at 
open mic nights,” Jones said. 
“We’re just trying to get our 
name out there.”
My Dear Beatrice is becoming 
more familiar to MSUM as the 
two band members frequently 
play gigs. And to both of them, 
playing live is a thrill.
“It’s a different kind of rush,” 
Jones said. “It’s fun to play your 
music and look out in the crowd 
and see people actually enjoy-
ing the music.”
When playing live, both agree 
that the audience is their main 
source of motivation, and one 
of the reasons they appreciate 
playing at small-scale shows.
“People think bigger is better, 
but we like to play in more inti-
mate places,” Jones said. “And 
I can relate to the people (at 
smaller shows). I can see them, 
and I know that they actually 
like the music.”
Forer finds a connection to 
the audience, especially through 
the deep lyrics she expresses 
through her songs. 
“I think if you can write some-
thing that people can connect 
to, that’s probably the greatest 
thing,” she said 
The most recent accomplish-
ment for My Dear Beatrice is 
their demo album, which is cur-
rently in the making. For both 
members, the future release of 
their CD is rewarding and some-
thing they both have worked 
hard to achieve.
 “It’s a big personal accom-
plishment,” Forer said. 
“It’s a really big achievement 
to say, ‘I wrote that, and I envi-
sioned that,’” Jones said.
Forer, an art major, and Jones, 
a mass communications major, 
both want to continue playing 
music and aren’t ruling it out 
of their future. Their music can 
be heard live at events around 
campus, or on their MySpace 
profile at www.myspace.com/
mydearbeatrice. 
Their next show is at noon 
today in the CMU.
JESSE TRElSTAD / ThE ADVOcATE
My Dear Beatrice members, Elise Forer (left) and Sadie Jones. 
song we play has the main 
say on the song, which I think 
works really well,” Forer said. 
“You never really lose focus of 
what the song meant in the first 
place.”
Forer and Jones both look for 
strong emotions to put in their 
music. The first song they wrote 
together, “When,” was inspired 
by relationship troubles and 
expresses love, a topic they base 
a majority of their music on.
“We write about the same 
things everyone else writes 
about—love and love troubles,” 
Jones said.
Though Forer and Jones find 
similarities in their writing pro-
cesses, they find a difference in 
the musical styles they listen to. 
Forer is more intrigued by soft-
er acoustic tunes whereas Jones 
finds passion in heavy metal. 
“We have enough of the same 
stuff in common where it flows 
well, but enough diversity that 
we can vary our music,” Jones 
said.
Their different music interests 
don’t keep them separate as art-
ists, but instead play a large role 
in defining their style, which 
BY MEGAN NiTSchKE
Editor
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•The Who will be playing 
during this year’s Superbowl 
halftime show, continuing the 
40-plus age standard since 
Janet Jackson’s incident in 
2004.
•Ke$ha’s “Tik Tok” remains 
at No. 1 for the fifth week 
in a row on Billboard’s Hot 
100. She is also breaking the 
record for the most played 
song in a week, at 11,224 
plays, taking the record from 
Lady Gaga who claimed the 
title with 10,859 plays for “Bad 
Romance.”
•The Grammy Awards will 
air Sunday at 7 p.m. There 
will be performances by The 
Black Eyed Peas, Maxwell, 
Lady Antebellum, Beyoncé 
and Taylor Swift.
 Wicker can be reached at 
wickerev@mnstate.edu
BY EVAN WicKER
Staff Writer
This week’s 
music update
•”Hope For Haiti Now,” 
a tribute album, sold over 
150,000 digital copies, project-
ing it to the No. 1 position on 
the Billboard charts. $61 mil-
lion was raised for Haiti.
Quote of the 
week:
“There are 
moments when 
you have to 
just walk away 
and cry.”
-Lou Angeli
Musicians!
The Advocate is look-
ing for local MSUM  
musicians or bands to be fea-
tured in the A&E band profiles. 
If  you are part of a band and 
would like to get your group’s 
name known, please contact  
advocate@mnstate.edu.
You can purchase the “Hope 
For Haiti Now” album or each 
song individually on iTunes. 
All proceeds go towards the 
Haiti relief efforts. 
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FREE RENT 'TIL MARCH After a tough 65-68 loss on 
Friday to Winona State, the 
Dragons came back Saturday 
ready to play, destroying 
Upper Iowa 91-67. 
“Our loss to Winona was 
disappointing,” head coach 
Karla Nelson said. “We made 
a couple of mistakes that cost 
us the game, but we played 
well. Upper Iowa was a good 
team effort. We had 24 team 
assists to 12 turnovers and 
good rebounding. Overall, it 
was a great game; hopefully 
we can carry that over to this 
weekend.”
Senior Alison Nash-Gerlach 
has had a strong season, scor-
ing just 12 points shy of 1,000 
points. She will be only the 
16th player in MSUM wom-
en’s basketball history to 
reach this milestone. She put 
up 32 points on the weekend 
and had 17 rebounds. 
“The thing that has con-
tributed to my success this 
season is that I’ve played 
with some really great girls,” 
Nash-Gerlach said. “We have 
a really good team and good 
coaches.” 
She added that putting in 
the time to improve has also 
been crucial to her success on 
the team. 
“Hard work is also impor-
tant,” Nash-Gerlach said. 
“I’m in the gym every day 
working really hard even in 
the off-season. Having fun is 
important as well. My fresh-
man and sophomore years I 
played with some really great 
girls who taught me to lead 
the team well. One of them, 
Allison Swenson, is now a 
coach. It’s really cool that 
Meghan Rhettke and I have 
had the opportunity to fill in 
their roles.”
Nelson said that Nash-
Gerlach has taken on the role 
of leadership on the team well 
this season.
“Alison has grown into the 
leadership role,” Nelson said. 
“She leads by example on and 
off the court.”
Nash-Gerlach admitted 
that she enjoys being a leader 
on her team and hopes to 
continue to contribute to its 
success.
“I got to learn and watch 
for two years, and now, I’m 
in the position to lead,” Nash-
Gerlach said. “I try to lead by 
example. Coach is always tell-
ing me to be mean, and I’m 
not very good at that. I come 
in and work hard even when 
no one is watching. We have 
a great freshman class, and I 
think they will contribute to 
the continued success of the 
program in the future.”
Nash-Gerlach said that she 
expects the rest of the season 
to continue to be a success.
“We can only look to what 
we have left,” Gerlach said. 
“We only have nine games 
left. We have to keep winning 
in order to stay in the top 
eight. We are currently No. 4. 
It would be a good weekend 
if we could pull off both wins 
and create some separation.”
In order to make it to the 
conference tournament, the 
team needs to be in the top 
eight, a feat that Nash-Gerlach 
said could be challenging.
“The conference is really 
tight; anyone can lose on any 
given night,” Nash-Gerlach 
said. “It puts a lot of pressure 
on you every night because 
even teams that we’ve beaten 
in the past have been good 
this year.”
The Dragons travel to 
Aberdeen on Friday to take 
on Northern State and to 
Bismark on Saturday to play 
University of Mary. Nelson 
said that they need a cou-
ple of sweeps in the coming 
weeks in order to stay com-
petitive.
“We are currently ranked 
fourth, but we have to keep 
working hard to maintain 
that,” Nelson said. “The big-
picture goals we have are 
to make it to both the NSIC 
Tournament and the Regional 
Tournament. We need to con-
tinue to make improvements, 
especially on our perimeter.”
The team has only three 
home games left, and hopes to 
see fans at all of them. Nelson 
added that Feb. 12 will be the 
team’s breast cancer aware-
ness game, “Go Pink.”
Nash-Gerlach leads basketball  
Dragons hope to improve perimeter, maintain NSIC ranking
Women’s BasketBall
BY TIM STULKEN
Sports Editor
Stulken can be reached 
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
ChrIS FrANz  /  ThE AdvoCATE
Alison Nash-Gerlach weighs her options at the top of the key during Friday’s 65-68 loss against 
Winona State.
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As the indoor track season 
begins, the team has started 
strong with several athletes 
earning NSIC athlete of the 
week awards and national 
qualifications. 
One such athlete, senior 
Anthony Enyi, won the weight 
throw event with an automat-
ic qualifying mark as he broke 
the MSUM school record and 
the Bison Sports Arena record 
at the Jan. 17 Bison Classic.
Enyi said that he was excited 
about the accomplishment and 
attributed his achievements to 
the help of fellow athletes and 
the coaching staff.
“The support I’ve been get-
ting from my coaches has con-
tributed most to my success,” 
he said. “I’ve had a pretty 
tight schedule with work and 
school, so it’s been nice to have 
a little bit of leeway when I 
practice.”
Head coach Keith Barnier 
said that Enyi’s accomplish-
ments are just some of the those 
that the team has achieved.
“It’s been incredible how 
much the athletes have 
improved,” Barnier said. 
“We have six athletes that are 
nationally qualified and five 
or six have been athlete of the 
week in our conference.”
Last Saturday the Dragons 
experienced more success 
as Derek Bredy and Anna 
VanWechel led the Dragons 
at the Jack Johnson Minnesota 
Classic at the U of M. Bredy 
won the long jump with a 
leap of 7.02 meters (23’0.4”). 
VanWechel set a new school 
record in the one-mile run 
with a race time of 4:59.23 
finishing seventh behind six 
DI athletes.
“It’s exciting to see the 
development in our program,” 
Barnier said. “Kids are get-
ting better and coaches are 
working hard. I have a bunch 
of athletes that are ranked in 
the top 10 in the conference, 
and that tells me that we are 
going to be competitive. I’m 
extremely excited about where 
we are right now.”
The Dragons will attend 
the Concordia Cobber Open 
Saturday and Enyi said that 
he is excited about the oppor-
tunities the tournament will 
present.
“Concordia is a pretty big 
rival,” Enyi said. “We would 
like to go over there and do 
our best. They have some 
pretty good competition and 
we definitely respect them. It’s 
in town so we don’t have to 
travel so we should be able to 
perform a little bit better.”
Looking forward, the team 
hopes to continue to improve 
and is setting its sights high, 
looking for a conference cham-
pionship.
“We definitely want to keep 
improving as a team,” Enyi 
said. “If we continue improv-
ing the way we are, I don’t 
expect anything less than a 
conference championship. We 
have six or seven people who 
have qualified nationally, and 
we expect a few more. A con-
ference championship is what 
we are hoping for.”
Barnier agreed with Enyi, 
saying that he hopes the team 
can continue to perform at the 
level they have been.
“We have to get better from 
where we are at,” he said. 
“We want to be consistent 
and compete our best when 
it means the most. So we are 
hoping for improvement and 
consistency.”
The team does not have a 
home meet until May, but will 
be competing at the Cobber 
Open on Saturday and the 
NDSU Bison Open on Feb. 14. 
Indoor track starts season
National tournament qualifiers and NSIC honors abound
BY TIM STULKEN
Sports Editor
Stulken can be reached 
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
notes From nemzek
Wrestling returns 
home after tough 
road duals
The Dragon wrestling team 
was shut out in a pair of duals 
on the road last weekend.
The team fell to No. 6 Upper 
Iowa Peacocks and lost a close 
match against No. 4 Minnesota 
State Mankato Mavericks. 
With the losses, the Dragons 
fell to 3-8 overall and 1-3 in the 
conference. The team hopes 
to end a three-loss streak this 
weekend.
After these tough matches, 
the Dragons hope to improve 
and learn from their losses as 
they take on St. Cloud Friday 
at Nemzek.
Men’s basketball 
shutout at home
The men’s basketball team 
fell to Winona State 72-93 and 
Upper Iowa 45-63.
The losses bring the 
Dragons’ record to 6-12 over-
all and 3-8 in the NSIC.
The team travels to take on 
Northern State and St. Mary’s 
this weekend.
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Yosakoi Dance Classes are 
now available at the MSUM 
Wellness Center on Thursdays 
from 8-9 p.m.
Yosakoi is a Japanese dance. 
It is highly energetic and com-
bines traditional dance move-
ment with modern music.
The Yosakoi classes are 
taught by Yuichiro Yoshida, a 
sophomore at MSUM. 
“I think Yosakoi dance is 
a cool and artistic part of 
Japanese culture,” Yoshida 
said. “I guess some people 
know Japanese video games, 
cartoons or comics, but in the 
Fargo-Moorhead area, there 
are few chances to know 
about true Japanese culture. 
I want more people to know 
that there are a lot of unique 
things in Japanese culture, 
like Yosakoi.”
Yoshida is also a member 
of the Yosakoi dance team on 
campus.
“Yosakoi dance team is a 
part of MSUM Japan Club, so 
members of the team are all in 
the Japan club,” Yoshida said. 
“We have been performing to 
introduce the dance to more 
people. It’s very fun to watch 
the dance, but it’s also very 
fun to dance. In this class, I’d 
like to provide MSUM stu-
dents, non-Japan Club mem-
bers, with an opportunity to 
experience the dance. Also, 
I hope learning the dance 
makes some people interested 
in a different culture.”
For more information on 
signing up for Yosakoi dance 
class, students can go to the 
front desk at the Wellness 
Center. For those who are 
interested in joining Japan 
club or Yosakoi dance team, 
contact Yoshida at yoshida-
yu@mnstate.edu.
 
BY CHARLY HALEY
Staff Writer
Students jive to unique Japanese dance
On Jan. 22, MSUM held 
an open forum on campus 
for members of the student 
body, faculty and surround-
ing neighbors to meet and 
discuss with Cuningham 
Group, a Minneapolis-based 
architecture firm that is 
working with MSUM on pos-
sible campus renovations.
The overall goal of 
Cuningham’s proposed 
developments is to create a 
“greater sense of visual con-
tinuity.”
This open forum also 
allowed face to face interac-
tion with Cuningham Group 
and many things were cleared 
up about the plans.  
Cuningham Group archi-
tecture got involved when 
they applied to redesign 
MSUM’s campus and hous-
ing.  Cuningham Group was 
chosen, and went to work 
improving the plan, in order 
to present it and receive feed-
back at the open forum.
The members of 
Cuningham Group that are 
working with MSUM on 
this project are Kathryn M. 
Wallace and Darryl Pratte. 
Also on the team is Damon 
Farber, president of Damon 
Farber Associates, another 
Minneapolis-based architec-
ture firm that often works 
with Cuningham Group. 
They are working with 
MSUM’s Heather Phillips, 
the Director of Housing 
and Residential Life, who is 
developing MSUM’s Master 
Housing Plan.
At the open forum, many 
possible renovations were 
discussed.  None of these 
ideas are set in stone just yet, 
but here are the major ideas 
that were proposed.
The first idea involves hous-
ing on campus.  Cuningham 
Group is looking into rede-
signing current student hous-
ing, as well as adding new 
housing for upperclassmen. 
For current housing, one idea 
is to tear down Holmquist 
and build a new residence 
hall in that spot.  
Another idea is to tear 
down the eastern wing of 
Ballard Hall, to allow for 
possible expansions of the 
Wellness Center.  
For upperclassmen, 
Cuningham Group is looking 
into building new residence 
halls on the western side of 
campus, past the academic 
buildings, in the current Lot 
F or Lot A-1 parking lots.
The second idea focuses 
on the academic buildings. 
Cuningham Group wants to 
redesign them to allow for 
more natural light. They also 
want to achieve a functional, 
modern looking area where 
students can sit and chat 
between classes. 
Another area of concern is 
the campus mall.  In order 
to create a more appeal-
ing campus environment, 
Cuningham Group is looking 
into planting flower gardens 
on the mall, as well as build-
ing small hills to enhance 
the environment.  Artwork 
will be added to the mall, 
perhaps in the form of sculp-
tures or murals. 
The group will be adding 
edging all around campus. 
which will set campus off 
from the rest of the neighbor-
hood.
The athletic department in 
Nemzek Hall is also being 
considered for renovations, 
as well as  possibly expand-
ing and renovating the class-
rooms.
Cuningham Group is look-
ing into improving parking 
on MSUM, and trying to 
slow down traffic on 11th 
Street South and 14th Street 
South.  Some ideas as of now 
are to add speed bumps or 
to convert 14th Street into a 
two way street, to allow for 
an easier flow of traffic.
With all of these possible 
renovations and develop-
ments, Cuningham Group is 
very conscious to not over-
build or overcrowd campus, 
and also to use as much alter-
native, energy-saving tech-
nology as possible.
Cuningham Group was 
pleased with the open 
forum, especially because of 
the chance to set the record 
straight about their plans.  
“We dispelled a lot of 
rumors,” Farber said.
If students  have any 
thoughts or questions about 
renovations to the MSUM 
Campus, they can go to the 
Master Facility Planning 
page on the MSUM web-
site at http://www.mnstate.
edu/plans/facility/ and the 
“participate” tab on the right 
side of the page.
Minneapolis-based architecture firm proposes renovations
BY CONOR HOLT
Staff Writer
Holt can be reached at
holtco@mnstate.edu
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Yuchiro Yoshida teaches a Japanese dance class to students at the Wellness Center on Jan. 21.  The 
class is from 8-9 p.m. every Thursday night.Haley can be reached at haleych@mnstate.edu
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Hiring Immediately!
P/T Telesales 18–33 hrs/week
VARIOUS HRS Between 4pm–9pm M–F
SAT. 9am–5:30pm
Apply in person or online2829 S University Dr, Fargo(NW corner of  American Family 
Insurance Building) www.pcifargo.com
Thank you college students!
MSUM’s talent is going 
to be on display Feb. 3 in 
the CMU’s main lounge. 
The Dragon Entertainment 
Group is hosting “Dragons 
Got Talent” from 7-9 p.m. 
The talent show is open for 
anyone to participate in, any 
talent and any participant 
can sign up at the Compass.
“You can have a tal-
ent of singing the ABC’s,” 
said Sarah Howell, Dragon 
Entertainment Group’s 
Coffeehouse Coordinator. 
The Dragon Entertainment 
Group puts on events all year 
long for students. Another 
similar event they put on 
regularly is the Underground 
Unplugged. 
“There will be prizes but I 
won’t tell you what,” Howell 
said, encouraging students 
to attend. 
BY ANdREW JASON
Staff Writer
Jason can be reached at 
jasonan@mnstate.edu
Dragons 
Showcased
‘The Yellow Bicycle’ helps the spread of creative writing
Students, professors and all 
in between have a fresh, new 
outlet for expressing their cre-
ative writing. 
“The Yellow Bicycle” is a 
publication printed every 
Monday that features creative 
writing from MSUM faculty 
and students. It can also be 
viewed on the Web site at 
www.theyellowbicycle.com.
“The Yellow Bicycle” 
debuted late last semester 
and is currently in its eighth 
edition. Each week it features 
four different sections such as 
essays, poetry, short fiction, 
prose, nonfiction, memoirs, 
book reviews, arts news and 
criticism.
Last semester the publica-
tion was based mainly out 
of the English department, 
but this year editor Adam 
Heidebrink, a junior majoring 
in English creative writing,  is 
trying to include the entire 
university.
“I try to get as many dif-
ferent voices as possible,” 
Heidebrink said.
The publication started 
with the revival of Sigma 
Tau Delta, the English hon-
ors society, also known as 
the “English Club.” The club 
had been dormant for a few 
years but started up again last 
semester, Heidebrink said. 
Heidebrink thought the 
club needed a weekly news-
letter to say, if nothing else, 
that the club was back and 
going.
“It turned into a cre-
ative writing journal,” 
Heidebrink said.
“The Yellow Bicycle” is 
only distributed in three loca-
tions on campus due to lim-
ited printing resources. The 
front-and-back printed yel-
low publication can be picked 
up in the English department, 
the CMU and McLean.
Students who are interested 
in writing or know someone 
who would be can check the 
Web site for guidelines.
BY ERICA ANdERSON
Staff Writer
Anderson can be reached at 
andereri@mnstate.edu
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Adam Heidebrink is the editor of “The Yellow Bicycle,” a weekly publication that showcases the creative writing of MSuM students. 
BY ERICA ANdERSON
Staff Writer
Students in the Master of 
Fine Arts in creative writing 
program will get an oppor-
tunity to cast a wider net 
and read their work publicly 
this semester.
After a short absence last 
fall, the series of MFA writ-
ers showcases has returned. 
The next set of readings will 
take place downtown at the 
Spirit Room on Feb. 4 at 8 
p.m. and is free and open to 
everyone.
“Writers need every chance 
possible to share their work 
with an interested audience 
so they can gauge whether 
their stories and poems are 
having the intended effect,” 
said Lin Enger a member of 
the MFA faculty.
The featured writers of the 
night will be John Powers, 
Brooke Kramer and Renee 
LaMie. 
“It is very important to me 
to share good poetry with 
the community, and espe-
cially to get young people 
interested in it, the way 
they’re interested in music,” 
said Kramer who admit-
ted that she’ll be nervous 
right before she reads but is 
looking forward to perform-
ing her work in front of an 
audience that values liter-
ary ambition. “Feeling you 
have impacted the listener 
in some way is a great expe-
rience.”
Future Thursday readings 
will take place at the Spirit 
Room on March 4 and April 
8 at 8 p.m.
 “The Spirit Room is a 
very comfortable, quaint 
space in a historic building,” 
Enger said. “I think students 
would enjoy the atmosphere 
and the voices of the MFA 
students.”
MFA offers 
publicity to 
students
BY HOLLY LAvECCHIA
Staff Writer
Lavecchia can be reached at
laveccho@mnstate.edu
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WANTED: PT Secretary needed for office in private 
home. Duties include secretarial & transportation for 
disabled man. 1-2 days/wk 5-10pm, plus 1 or 2 weekends. 
701-237-3959
ATTN College Girls: Pay your way through college with 
this great job in a private home! Room & board + $200/mo 
for helping disabled man. Additional hours available. 701-
237-3959
Ultimate Image – Model & Talent Management seeking 
fresh faces Local model/talent Management Company is 
currently seeking male/female models to fill new client 
bookings.  Our clients include bookings for local and 
nationwide companies.  Current positions available include 
women’s sizes (5’7” taller/size 14+), men (5’9” and taller), 
actors and especially all sizes and heights with ethnic 
diversity.  Please complete application online at www.
ultimatemodelmanagement.com.
FREE Pregnancy confirmation and counseling www.
firstchoiceclinic.com or 701.237.6530
To place an ad in the classifieds
email us at advocate@mnstate.edu
C L A S S I F I E D S
S E RV I C E S
E M P L O Y M E N T 
O P P O RT U N I T I E S
Enjoy our 
FREE Taco Bar 
Monday - Friday
from 4 - 6pm in the 
Cantina. Your taste buds 
will thank you as they 
travel in style on a 
tasty taco trip.
PAR3030
801 38th St. South • Fargo
www.paradiso.com
confidence, and people talk-
ing about what they were 
planning on buying, which 
is always a good thing.”
Then the quake hit, causing 
a change that could poten-
tially plunge the economy 
to new depths. Beaubrun 
still has hope in the future 
of Haiti, and its ability to 
bounce back. 
“There may have been 
over 100,000 casualties but 
we can come together, unite, 
and redefine what it is to 
be Haitian and think about 
future instead of present,” 
he said.
MSUM has only begun the 
process of helping Haitians 
survive this terrible tragedy. 
Butrum, an MSUM psychol-
ogy major and student sen-
ate member is asking for vol-
unteer assistance. 
“Some people think that 
doing something little is not 
enough,” Butrum said. “Any 
way they can help is benefi-
cial.” Volunteers are needed 
to organize, work tables and 
booths, or participate in the 
upcoming international ben-
efit dance taking place on 
Feb. 5. The dance, taking 
place at the CMU, will feature 
a DJ blasting multicultural 
beats, salsa lessons and the 
steel drum and salsa ensem-
ble Fuego Tropical, directed 
by Dr. Kenyon Williams.  
For more information on 
volunteering or upcoming 
events, visit the Facebook 
page MSUM Dragons 
for Haiti or contact the 
Multicultural Affairs Office 
at 218.477.2652.
 
the students who live off cam-
pus and have to take the inter-
state to get to school.
Wiese said the decision to 
cancel school wasn’t easy, 
and they didn’t take it lightly. 
During weather emergencies 
like this, Wiese advises stu-
dents to use common sense 
and reasonable precaution. 
“It’s not worth endangering 
your well-being by taking off 
for classes during a white-
out,” Wiese said.
Classes resumed on Tuesday, 
but students used Monday as 
a day to relax and catch up on 
homework for the week.
Hannah Savoy, a freshman, 
said she spend the day writ-
ing a paper that she procrasti-
nated on for five days. 
“I was very thankful for the 
snow day,” she said.
Alex Haats, a sophomore, 
also spent the day catching up 
on homework. Though class-
es weren’t cancelled by the 
administration until 10 a.m., 
professors still had the choice 
on whether or not to hold 
their morning classes. Haats 
said he was very excited to 
find out his 8:30 a.m. class 
was cancelled.  
Many students used the 
time off to catch up on home-
work, however; sophomore 
Kellie Sieg took advantage of 
the free day to relax and hang 
out. 
“I stayed in my room and 
slept, watched movies and ate 
pizza,” she said.
Students may have enjoyed 
the day off, but Wiese said, 
“There’s no reason to assume 
we will have any more 
days off this week due to 
weather.”
snow, fronT page
nitschke can be reached
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
haiTi, fronT page
roseth can be reached 
at rosethke@mnstate.edu
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delta Zeta members become human bowling balls on Tuesday, Jan. 19 during event in dahl.
Sorority body-bowling
